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Comprehension
‘…creating strategic, independent and thoughtful readers..’



Effective literacy teaching

Teachers must have:

 Knowledge about literacy learning and the literacy 

curriculum

 Knowledge about the learners

 Knowledge of instructional strategies

 Knowledge of learning models

 High expectations of all students



What is comprehension?

Turn and talk 
– a strategy which enables all students to participate 

in discussion….everyone has a chance to share their 

ideas, thoughts and opinions in a ‘safe’ forum.

(partners can be permanent or flexible)



Comprehension is not something that 

happens after reading. Comprehension 

is the thinking we do before, during and 

after reading.
Irene Fountas and Gay Su Pinnell

How do we help our students to think when they read?



Comprehension is impacted by the student’s 

ability to automatically decode, their 

vocabulary knowledge, their fluency and their 

schema (or prior knowledge).

Background knowledge plays a huge role in 

reading comprehension.

We need to teach students strategies for 

reading texts which they can use 

independently.



Readers build understanding by

• predicting / inferring

• asking questions

• connecting / comparing

• visualising

• determining importance

• monitoring / clarifying

• synthesising and summarising

• knowing how words work



Every reader brings a different background 

knowledge to a text, therefore their levels of 

comprehension will vary. Not every student 

will ‘get’ the same information or ‘have’ the 

same experience from a piece of text.



Just like

Character:      Eeyore Text:      Christopher Robin

Character traits Like myself Like someone I know Like another 

character

lovable (mum) (Winnie)

gloomy (Neil)

grateful

quiet (Ryan)

How does this help me to understand what I am reading?

Making 

connections



Venn diagram (My Grandma)
Grandma Same Me

Brown eyes Wrinkles around eyes Blue eyes

3 children & 6 

grandchildren

Likes playing games 2 children & 1 grandchild

Good cook Cooks with grandchildren ‘Closet’ good cook

Park every day Has a dog Irregular walks

Little, flowers garden Big, no flowers yet

Regular Library borrower Loves reading One time borrower

Acts out story

School on Mondays ‘stolen’ visits to school

love

How does this help me to understand what I am reading?

Compare 

and contrast



Sunday Chutney
Using 

schema 

and 

inferring How does this help me to understand what I am reading?



Predicting 

How does this help me to understand what I am reading?









Instruction is powerful only when it is sufficiently 

precise and focused to build directly on what 

students already know and to take them to the next 

level. While a teacher does and must do many 

things, the most critical is designing and organising

instruction so that it is focused.

Without focus, instruction is inefficient and students 

spend too much time on completing activities that 

are too easy and do not involve new learning or too 

little time on tasks that are too difficult and involve 

too much new learning or relearning.
Breakthrough, Fullan, Hill & Crevola, 2006



What explicit questions and directions 

make a difference?

 How does this help you become a better reader?

 How does this help you understand what you are 

reading?

 How could you use this in other reading?

 When you are reading today (and for the rest of 

your life), I want you to practice using this 

strategy and think about how it is helping you 

become a better reader.



Gradual release of responsibility model



Effective reading session

Whole class Independent or group Whole class

Mini lesson

Modelling a strategy

Demonstration 

•Independent reading

•Individual conference

•Response to reading

•Small group focussed teaching:

Oral language

Read aloud

Shared reading

Guided reading

Reciprocal reading

Literature circles

Book clubs

Reflection 

Share time

20% 60% 20%



Reading strategies
Effective readers know about and use…

 Comprehension - I understand what I read.

 Accuracy - I can read the words.

 Fluency – I can read accurately, with 
expression, and I understand 
what I read

 Expanding vocabulary - I  know, find and can use 
interesting words




